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SUBJECT: GOL REQUEST FOR FLOATING POWER BARGE 
REF: BEIRUT 4299 

1. WE ARE INFORMED BY NAVY DEPARTMENT THAT THERE ARE ONLY 
FIVE FLOATING POWER BARGES IN EXISTENCE. ALL ARE CURRENTLY 
IN USE: 1 IN GUAM, 1 IN NORFOLK, 1 IN JAPAN, AND TWO IN 
CALIFORNIA. PREVIOUS EFFORTS TO DIVERT THESE BARGES TO 
MEET EMERGENCY POWER NEEDS IN FRIENDLY COUNTRIES HAVE BERN 
UNSUCCESSFUL BECAUSE OF PRESSING MILITARY NEEDS. INFORMA- 
TION ON GENERATING CAPACITY OF BARGES WOULD REQUIRE SOME 
RESEARCH; EACH ONE IS DIFFERENT. 

2. IN VIEW FOREGOING, YOU SHOULD DISCOURAGE LEBANESE 
REQUEST FOR LOAN OF POWER BARGES, EVEN ON TEMPORARY EMERGEN- 
CY BASIS. RUSH 
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